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Kiwi Superyacht Builder Wins Award for Exceptional Client Service
Construction of the latest superyacht to be built in New Zealand has attracted a national business award.

Auckland based Yachting Developments managing director Ian Cook has won a KiaOraMai Awesome Service Award for building the multi-million dollar 100 foot sloop Antares III for an Israeli client to a tight time-frame while meeting a state-of-the-art construction brief. 

The owner’s agent, Patrick Yeoward, says the need to deliver the yacht by a specific date was a major factor in the project being awarded to Yachting Developments rather than a Northern Hemisphere yard.

“Ian Cook ensured construction went like clockwork. Antares III was launched within 14 months and the build quality has exceeded the owner’s expectations. This level of client service is an example of why we would strongly recommend New Zealand, Ian, and his company to overseas interests, even in the face of a not-so-competitive dollar.”

Industry sources estimate Antares III would have cost its owner, Israeli software billionaire Morris Kahn, about $25 million. 
Auckland Chamber of Commerce chief executive, Michael Barnett, who judges the KiaOraMai Awesome Service Awards, says Mr Cook’s management of this and other international superyacht projects deserves to be saluted.
“Ian Cook employs about 140 people at his Hobsonville yard, generates significant foreign exchange, and demonstrates that New Zealand can cut it with the best in the world.

We need more Ian Cooks.”

Mr Cook is President of the Marine Industry Association of New Zealand, a former board member of the International Council of Marine Industry Associations, and a former chairman of the Marine Industry Training Organisation. 

He says the award demonstrates that New Zealand boat builders can still win big contracts against aggressive overseas competition “by having confidence in their planning and getting good support from their staff and sub-contractors.”

He believes the Rugby World Cup will provide the marine industry with marketing opportunities. This year’s Auckland International Boat Show, which is usually held in March, is being staged from September 15 to September 18, along with a superyacht Captain’s forum.

“This will give New Zealand Inc a global profile and it is important for companies to position themselves to take advantage of any media exposure.”

Yachting Development is currently completing an eighteen month refit of a 1934 J-class yacht, Endeavour, and building a 100’ sailing catamaran.

For further information contact:
Grant Woolliams

grant@awesomeservice.co.nz
Telephone (09) 3033 990

[image: image2.png]Essential

Service
Skills




                 [image: image3.jpg]=t R R T L

NewstalkZ B

www newstalkzb co nz



          [image: image4.jpg]NEW ZEALAND
CHAM JERS OF COMMERCE

Business Vitalit




[image: image5.jpg]


            [image: image6.jpg]% Think Qutside...

OUTDOOR



        [image: image7.png]



